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Integraled instruction combines learning strands of
different content areas within the same lesson or unit of
study. The learning strands are connected through
activities and tasks in a logical manner so students are
able to understand relationships amaong the strands and
the purpose of their learning. An integrated approach to
learning provides continuity and order for students. It
helps them make sense of and see associations among
the seeming, randomness of educational objectives and
content. Genuine learning can occur as students see the
connections among concepts and weave these
connections into their own scheme of meaning. An
integrated curriculum helps students construct knowledge
for themselves. Understanding relationships and
connections-is-far more valuable than knowing isolated
bits and pieces of information as the brain searches for
patterns and connections within experiences to make
sense of the world. Experiences that provide opportunities
for students to make connections are likely to provide
more lasting and deeper learning. We have found that
student motivation in our integrated learning settings is
greater than in traditional settings, and integrated
instruction produces positive attitudes toward learning.
We design integrated lessons that allow teachers to
combine learning standards from several content areas
and connect the activities and tasks.

Integrated instruction, sometimes referred to as
thematic instruction, problem- based instruction, or
experiential learning, is used frequently in the
preprimary space. Most toddlers love going to schoal.
So why not apply the same technique in our Primary
and Middle school classrooms?

Integrated Curriculum should begin with a curriculum
matrix or learning web which is created to encourage
students to internalize the logical relationships and
interfacings of similar concepts, skills and attitudes that
exist across varied subject areas. Interfacing common
areas of the curriculum provides a way of teaching that
reflects the interconnectedness of the real world.

A simple example illustrates this best: Blue Planet is a
unit that is studied in Social Science class at our
Grade Ill level and incorporates a variety of
subjects. Science is taught by integrating
experiments on rotation and revolution,
Geography by relating the occurrence of
natural events to atmospheric changes
and movements of the earth's crust
and the mantle, Math through
calculating body weight on other
celestial planets, Language Arts
through report writing, writing
poems on volcanoes, Art
through visualizing in their
mind's eye and presenting
through drawings the

visualizing in their mind's eye and presenting through
drawings the changes that may occur due to geological
factors (position of continents due to plate movement), are
some of the subjects that form the interesting mélange of
this unit. The different subjects are not isolated fields of
doubtful value. They become related sources of
knowledge and understanding as they contribute to the
child's sense of meaningful learning!

At the end of this experience there is an event, which the
parents and guardians attend called a Culminating
Activity. It provides a platform for the children to display all
their talents andshowcase all that they have imbibed. This
could be inthe form of a play on the various aspects of the
‘Blue Planet' scripted, directed and enacted by them. The
unitis notcomplete till the children have not evaluated their
own work. And so each child is exposed to a 360°
integrated learning experience!

Learning opportunities carefully crafted and presented in
an integrated manner can become an unending journey of
discovery, knowledge and exponential growth. «




