KANGAROO KIDS EDUCATION LTD.
Publication: - PARENTS TODAY
Date: OCT- DEC 2008 PG NO.38-39

3

CEEPEE

PARENTS TODAY | Innovation

d Approach fo

By Lina Ashar

v‘a‘e

This article originates from a parent's statement that her child finds History boring and her
questioning what she could do to develop an interest in History in her child.

We know that most of the History that is taught in a
conventional classroom treats history curriculum as
coverage and memorization of large numbers of dates and
names. For students or rather their brains to be engaged in
the learning process in History, Math or any subject they
must see a meaning or purpose to what they are being
expected to learn. Real life learning is always integrated as
is the outcome of that learning. Imagine how many
different skill sets and content knowledge you are required
to bring into any business or social interaction. The
problem with learning subjects in separate, isolated
compartments is that it rarely allows for it to appear
meaningful. Unfortunately most conventional schools still
approach learning in this linear and one dimensional way
and therefore many students who need to see learning as
meaningful become alienated or disengaged from the
learning process. They only see the meaningful outcome
as the test scores which seem to matter and do whatever it
takes to manage the scores; this consists of mostly
mugging before the tests and deleting the information
from their short term memory once the test is done with.
How can a brain see the necessity to retain the dates of

certain historical events? Understanding in history should
involve on one hand reconstructing people's motives and
beliefs in a world that was different from ours but bears
some resemblance to it and on the other hand
reconstructing the institutions, social structures, and
cultural practices in which they lived that defined the range
of opportunities and constraints that guided, limited, and
inspired their actions. Understanding historical actors
entails grasping the nuances in their beliefs, their internal
contradictions, and the possible tensions between people
and their contexts.

Education and learning can only happen through willing
attention and participation of the brain. So how do we
make this happen?

Integrated instruction, sometimes referred to as thematic
instruction, problem- based instruction, or experiential
learning, is used frequently in the preprimary space. Most
toddlers love going to school. So why not apply the same
technique in our Primary and Middle school classrooms?




